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Come here you
little weasel!

No running!

Martian Year 326

| heard you went
an’ ratted me out!

Now whad’ya think
your punishment
should be?

I'm sorry man,
| didn’t mean to.
| didn’t even know
it was you!




Charlie’s lost his
whole dang mind!

You’re dead,
Charlie!

Aaaaand that's
my cue.

Exit stage right.




I'm gonna

break my
foot off
in your

| guess
Bill's ot an
art lover.

It was an honest
mistake, guys!

Are you brain-
dead, Charlie?

| know you're a big daisy
bro, and hot pink is totally
having a moment.

It seemed like
a natural fit.

My foot’s gonna
be a natural fit
up your butt.

You already said
that. You should fire
your writer.




Anyway...

| thought it was the least
| could do for you after what
ya'll did to Khalil.

V S
oww!

Like that little rat
didn’t have it coming.

Always running
their mouth.

Quit being such a
lil" girl & come take
it like 2 man!

Yeah, I'm always
hearing how real men
Jjust looove being
shot in the face.

Howdy, Everette.
I'm sorry ‘bout
the mess...

Oh, not
again!

but Bill here is
about to help you
feed sally...



and he really throws
himself into his work.

Dang it, Charlie!

Why do ya’ll even
hang out with that joke?
He’s got the IQ of
a sweaty cucumber.

| know you're at least
better than that, Jackie!

At least he
ain’t a mud-eyed
Earth-rat.

You have to respect
his work ethic.

| expected better
from someone of your
poise and pedigree.

You know ya'll
sound like bigoted
villains out of a
dime-store comic?

The worst part
is gonna be when

you have to tell
everybody you got
your butts handed
to you by a mud-
eyed Earth-rat.




Big talk for a
little fr...hey!!!

And just for
the record, I'm only
half Earth-rat.

Don’t worry, Garth.
| wouldn’t dare for-
get about you.




0O0000OWWWW.
| thought that

would hurt less.

OoooffFFfff, Bill.

| missed you
too, buddy.

We just roughed
him up a bit.

You broke their
freakin’ jaw!

Wing

Oops, didn’t
see ya there,
Clyde. Poor
little guy’s all
tuckered out.

| should take
some pictures to
cheer up, Khalil.

It's hard work
being a fool.

So lets see, that
was Clyde, Jackie,
and Garth. Wait,
Where’d | leave...

Whoa, Bill! Easy with
the pipe action, you
might get fetanus!

You think
you're so
funny?

Hey, I'm just all
about the vibes and
good energy, man.
Like, Khalil.

Oh, give
it a rest

Really? Damn...
they shoulda thought
about that before
talkin’ to my girl.

You mind
stepping a
little closer?



Yep, right
there. Perfect!

You made a %

mistake, Bill.

After a normal butt
whoopin’ | would be
inclined to just zip off -

but sihce you were so
pipe happy today, | think I'll
take a few precautions.

Whoa there, dude.
Take it easy.




I'm sorry
about this.

Don’t get in
such a twist.

I'm sure it's
an easy patch at
ol’ Maggie’s.

I'm gonna wring
your...stupid...
dumb...neck!

Don’t pull
a muscle
thinkin’ too
hard, Bill.

Laugh all you want, Chuck.
Everybody hates you, and
we'll get’cha eventually!

| know... [sigh] but
what else is new?

BTW, the paint’s
water soluable.




| should’ve
been there.




You’ve got to
be kidding me?

How many times
am | going fo replace
that dang hose?

Maybe if he'd
start driving with his
eyes instead of...

But #heeey don’t
have to fix it.

I'm the one stuck with
it cause, “you can’t yel/
at clients, Grandmal”

R

K™

MAAAAAHH!

[Sighl... |
hate that stupid
friggin’ goat.




Just get a goat,
they said. We’ll help
take care of it. It'Il save
us 0 much money on
milk, they said.

I'm a

dang fool.

His majesty, the
King, returns.




Such an honor to be graced
with your presence, my lord.

I'm gonna light
that board on
fire the next time
you come down
that way!

How many
times do | have
to tell you to
come through
the passage?

At least
3 more.

The other way
takes like ten
times longer!

It keeps
us safe!

Where were you
anyway, and WHY are you
covered in paint?!

Ehh... | had a thing
at this place. It was
all very important
and specific.




We got
lord Byron
over here.

Lets try that
again with your brain
switched on.

You’re so
dramatic.

Hey, kid.
You just
roll in?

Now Horey, if
you're going to
fry and rescue
my victim, |
will gladly errd
you too.

Yeah, I'm
just the
tiitiniest
bit late.

| wouldn"t
dream
of it.

| do however need the
said victim alive to help
me With a run I'm late on.

| swear,
my back is
in such a
state!

Suuuure, sure.
| gotcha kid.

You rat!
| knew it.

Fine, but it’s your
hide if he doesnt
study tonight.

Seriously?
My regionals
aren’t until
next week!

And I'm sure
you'll spend the

whole week studying
like a3 monk?




It's three fingers,
genius, and you were in
scouts for fwo days.

It was at
least four!

As much fun as
this all is, we really
have to get going.

Alright go, but please wear
your breather for at least
three hours. We don’t need
you coughing blood again.

Geez, you cough
blood one time...




Are you going
fo visit them?

| don't like
hospitals. I'll
see Khal when
they’re out.

We aren’t
going to make
you, but it might
mean a lot to
them if you did.

Hey now,
that’s your grandmother
you're talking about. She
deserves respect.

So, | heard about
what happened to
Khalil yesterday.

| don’t want to
talk about it.

It's just a
broken jaw.

Anyway, what’s
the deal with
grandma?

She was acting |

But if she did, it's
probably because we both
forgot to feed the goat,
who actually bites.

she was gonna bite
someone today.

ike

The thing is,
she puts a lot of
pressure on herself
to make sure you
turn out right. She
doesn’t want to let
your mom down.




Mom’s always a
no-fly zone.

Bud, that’s a lot of
ho-fly zones today.

| don’t wanna
talk about mom.

I'm sorry, but
kind of have to.

Your brother’s
dad isn"t doing so
well financially...

We really don't.

and considering
the sorry state
of Earth right
how, he doesn’t
really think it's a
safe place for
Alej anymore.

We've decided
Alejandro’s going
to come live
with us now.

Bollocks! First off, he's my
half brother and second, ain't
there one of his dumb Earther
relatives he can stay with?




Half or not, he’s family
and that’s important.
We aren’t going to

be around forever.

Besides, the rest of
his relatives are too old
or poor to take care of
him, so it falls on us.

Being alone with-
out family can be
a ferrible thing.

We don’t
need that spoiled,
Earth-rat living

with us.

When | was 14, my
Aunt Norma died. Her | hated that kid. He'd always
wife couldn’t handle it talk back to my mom, spit in
and fell apart. the house, and had a habit of
stealing to buy cigarettes.

Anyway, this one time

She became an alcoholic. | had a run in with a some
So their kid Reggie came nasty prep school kids,
to stay with us. and they were beating
the snot out of me.

I've never seen anybody
fight like that. It was kinda
scary. He was so angry.

| really thought they
were gonna kill me. Then,
out of nowhere, Reggie
came down on them like
a holy terror.

| thanked him and he
didn’t make a big deal out
of it. He told me he knew
I'd do the same for him.




What happened
to Reggie?

He was
18 when he
got out and
skipped town.

| don’t know
why he never came
back. | was so
quick to judge that
kid. Even though
! knew what he’d
been through.

Don’t be so

quick to write

people off,
Charlie.

You've got a few
days before Alej
gets here, so take
the time to get
your head right. You
don’t want to say
things you'll regret.

Trust me.

He got in big
trouble of course,
bein’ that they
were rich kids.

They gave him
tTwo years in Juvie.
All | know from there
is That he made
friends with all the
wrong people.

They might
surprise you...

If you give
them a chance.



Most of

jobs away from
hard-working
Martians.

It's a growing
problem that has
been ignored by our
do-nothing mayor.

She’s more

her stay in power.

We can have a
better future. A

safer future. We didn’t come to

Mars to live in fear.
We came to make our

them are criminals,
and the ones that

mention we're
aren’t are taking

overrun wWith

Every day, | hear
about Martian busi-
hesses closing down
because they cant

I'm here to tell you that
I'm in your corner!

concerned with the big
businesses that help

These people pouring in from

Earth...they didn"t make the
sacrifices our parents did.

| feel pity for some
of them but they come
here with no money and
very few skills.

And why is
that? | think we
all know why...
it's them.

If elected,
| will fight
for you!

! won’t
be pushed
around.

| will bring
the justice and
order that we
sorely need. Now
is the time for
strength.

Many of you know,
| lost my husband to
these monsters. These
modern “pirates.”



My little girl was left NEVER AGAIN! No more -
without a father. sons, daughters or wives. We will take back
Mars for the Martians!

AY

We are a
frontier people!!

We are trailblazers
and we will not be
cowed by fear.

So how much is this
gonhna set me back?

Ouch! It used
to be half that.

Oh, not too
much. Just
3.6 standard.

| used to have
all my hair too.
Times change.

| keep turnin’ him
in but they keep
sendin’ him back.

You know your
grandpa’s a crook
right, Charlie?

Look, it's been rough. |
hear Ed on Jericho is call-
ing it the blood run.

That’s a bit
dramatic.

Ha! Poor Ed’s
whole life is a
bit dramatic.

Either way, we're
still The cheapest
truckers around.

Nobody calls
it that.




You taking
Viking 17

Aln’t sayin’ much.

[Sigh] Well,
what kind of
assurance do
you have my
stuff's not
gonna get
high-jacked?

Sorry, | dont
talk routes
anymore.

We found a nice little
nook on the outskirts with
decent UV protection...

How’s it coming kid?! You
takin’ a hap on them crates?

Aaaaalright then, !'ll let
ya’ll go now. Just dont get
my merch stolen, Stu.

Before we
moved it
seemed like

they knew we
were coming
more often

than not.

My life is
my pledge.

Fair enough
| guess. I'd
heard ya’ll
packed up.
Where’re ya
holed up?

I've got most
of ‘em! It must
be reeeeal hard
working up a big
ol’ sweat over
there in the shade.

Haha you're
right about
1hat; cause
Il kil ya.




They don’t call
me, the killer
for nothing.

Well, | wish you’d
stop using dad and
me as a prop, killer!

Congratulations,
Mrs. Wolfe! The crowd was
absolutely enthralled.

That’s not fair
and you know it.

You’re the reason
I'm doing this.

| want something better
for you and | don’t want
your dad to be forgotten.

We can make
what happened
mean something.

| don’t want that
oh me...or dad.

There are other

ways to campaigh.

You have to speak
to people’s hearts.
Look, I'll tone it
dowh once we win.

But Aow you win
matters Mom.




Results matter
honey. Actual
change matters.

You’ll understand
when you're older.

That's what adults
always say when
they’re full’a crap.

I'm still your mother
and you will not talk
to me like that.

Great, you talk smart
to me and then you want
money. What is it for?

Fine. Can |
have money?

I'm just going
for a burger?

With who?

You khow who.

Where then?

[Sigh] Just Tashki’s.

Absolutely not!

Wait, what?!!

It's way too close to the
outskirts and | don’t like
the Earth element there.

OMG! 1t's always
with the Earth
element with you.

I1t’s not even
remotely near
the outskirts

and you know it.

What | do
know is that I've
had enough of
your little show!

Not to mention
that I'm not thrilled
with your attitude
right now.

You’re grounded.




That’s ridiculous!
You can’t ground
me.../'m 17.

Life usually is. If
she only knew how
good she has it.

Do you really
want to test me?

She’s going to be
the death of me.

She is a
teenager Sir.

;

Do you know what
| was doing at 17?7

| was working
60 hours a week
to support my

bedridden mother
and brothers.

If my mother
told me to jump,
| asked how high.

It's a
different
world now.

Have you
heard from our
friend, Mr. Q?

Too different.

Yes, he’s scheduled
their next pick-up.

Fantastic. That might
be the last one we need
before the election.




We're just
looking for
the old man.

He's out sick
today, can |
help you?

Carla! How're
ya doing?

Sure, | was looking to
con the old man out of a
thorium reactor. You know
what a soft touch he is.

| had been
well. I'm not
S0 sure Now.

Yeah, like a
hammer. Either
way, we're
fresh out.

So, to what
do | owe the
pleasure.

Okay, well we still
have a delivery for
ya from Jane.

More chickens
for Dad | bet.

| don’t know
what else you
YEgg” spected.

Please stop
or l'll die.

One day you
will pay for your
crimes. | don't
know how you
sleep at night.

That or you can sit in the
boat and do your homework?

I'm done with
you, Stu. Unload
and get out:

Aren’t there
laws against
extortion?

Time to earn
your keep,
Charlie.

Not until
you start
paying rent.



So, what's the
deal, V? You were like,
45 minutes late?

Dang, how do you get
past all that security?

My mom. Again.
She didn’t want me fo
come. So | had to leave
in stealth mode.

What was the
issue? Everybody
loves Tashki’s.

Sorry. A girl’s gotta
have her secrets.

Classic

politician.

80 deep Bobbi.
Your wisdom must be
sought far and wide.

All | know is they're
saying some pretty crazy
stuff about her company.

Whoa, did
you just win
an argument
with Bobbi?

| wouldn’t
go that far.

But yeah, She’s either
overprotective or she
doesn’t care at all.

Someone’s
living on the
forums again.

Just the
radio.

Great.
Ratings first,
truth second.

| can’t arqgue
with that.

You just made the
first rational arqu-
ment of your life.

Yep. That's
deeefinitely a win.

Divine
providence.

V, do you care if we stop
for batteries real quick?

You quys go,
Ill wait here and
finish my burger.




The burger. | haven't
been to Tashki’s in,
like, a million years.

Oh, um...good? It
tastes like nostalgia
more than anything.

Ha, | feel that.
| used to come
here with my mom
all the time.

/ know! Orce it caught
on with all the basic bubble
brats... it was all over.

What...do
you mean?

Like, They want
everything healthy
with boujee

ingredients.

An’ they throw a
freakin’ fit if they
don’t get their way.

Oh, wow. Me too...
Well, with my dad
anyway. He /oved
the fries.

fries go hard. The
burgers are pretty
mid though.

Yeah, the

Totally. But
they used to
be better.

Haha, what
d’ya think I'm
being harsh?

| mean, If |
got everything |
ever wanted, my
brain’d rot too.



Just that
| apparently
have brain

What am
| missing?

You look
kinda
peeved-

Oh, well
that makes
it all better.

rot.

Its amazing
how you've
managed to
fit your whole
head up your

It explains
why your hair
looks like that.

Geez, this
escalated quickly.

It's like |
landed in a friggin’
viper’s nest.

butt.

Just incredible.

Just keep
digging the
hole deeper.

I've been
honing my craft
for years.

That's not
what | was...

Thanks

Don’t you have for you; +

boxes to move? concern, bu
| already
finished.

You know,
this is exactly
what | was
talking about
though.

One thing
doesn’t go
your way and
it’s a total
melt down.

Well, you're just like every
wannabe hotshot outlander
who rolls up on me thinking
they’ve got game.

Charlie, will you quit
Flirting and come finish
with these boxes?

Really, Pop?

Ha! | knew it.
Take your “flirting”
somewhere else.




| wasn't...| was just
trying ta being friendly.

Look...I'm sorry.
| can tell when I'm
outgunned. Truce?

Great job, bro.

Hard pass.

| already reached
my insufferable
outlander quota.

Now if you don’t mind, |
have a bubbly melt-down I'd
like to finish in peace.

Lightning?
Yeah, okay. lol

Well, if you
change your mind,
I'm @LightningStorm
on the forums.

You can look
me up under
@GetBent.

Soo00, Who was
the boy?

You're @verycool!

Just some jerk
| had to shred.

That was
rough.

Aw, | missed
the execution? You're
always so brutal.

Ug, only when
they deserve it.




He was
kinda cute
though?

He may be Well, you can

a turd, but have all the
he might turd-blossoms
blossom. you wa...







Uh, but sir. It's
Varisha. She was
at the South
Sector attack.

Our friend at the
precinct says the police
are on their way here

to debrief us.

They
believe she's
been taken.

Good
lord.

This better
be good news or
your’re fired.

For god’s sake,
we run a security
company. How did
she even get out?

We think she
had one of our
sonic picks.

This is
the last thing
we heed.

Okay, put a
press conference
together.

But
sir, what
We can use about your
this. l'll handle daughter?
the police.

I'll get my
agent on it.



What the heck
happened? Are you
two okay?

Yeah, we're okay.
Charlie just got a
little banged up.

But what happened?
The report was all
over the place.

Pirates hit
the battery shack
quns a'blazing. It
was weird.

A canon hit
near Charlie and
he blacked out
for a bit.

Is that why
he’s all quiet?

Yeah, they
don’t usually
hit brick and
mortars.

Are you sure
he’s okay?

The medic
seemed to
think so.

The pirates
grabbed two of his
friends. | Think he
blames himself.

That’s ridiculous.
He was unconscious.

| think it’s
cause he still feels
bad about not being
There for Khalil.

It's not
a big deal.
I'm fine.




after them.

He woke up right
before they skipped
and wanted to go

| wouldn’t let
him and made him
see a medic.

He uh,
wash’t too
happy about
that.

That’s our
brave little
idiot.

Ya ever
think of telling
him that?

He’s a
good kid.

When
he wants
to be.

Oh sure.
We'll just sip
herbal tea

and share our I'm glad
feelings. you’re okay you
big softy.

Ill pass.

Just a
thought.



| don’t like this.
We didn’t used to
take people.

they wanted to.

Not unless

We need extra
hands for the dig
and /m tired
of doin’ it.

Yeah, but how
are wWe any better
than them if we're
doing this?

That’s cute, Raptor.
We never were. That’s
just BS you tell your-
self to sleep.

| couldn’t
care less.

How about a
compromise. How
about we keep one and
sell the other for her
kidneys HAHAHA!

You've got
_roblems,

My what?!

Omg ya’ll
are pirates
aren’t you?

She’s a
bright one.







Alright. Can’t hurt.

Thank you
s0 much.

All | want
to do is get
back to my

mom...

And tell her all the
self-defense classes
were worth it!

Whoa.
We're really
doing it. This
is insane.

Well, I'm not
waiting around
to get saved.

And Humpty
Dumpty there
was giving me
the Ick.

Come on.
We gotta move
quickly!



| don’t
wannha do
this, V.

I'll break

a leg! Seriously!

Hey! STOP
RIGHT NOW!

Not so fast,
honey!

Too late!

We gotta jump

overboard.

Oh, don't
run toward the
quy | kicked
overboard.

NOW,
NOW, NOW!

Dan’s
worthless.




1 Hour Later

Don’t be so
pleased with
yourself, love.

You're sitting
cozy with
things the way

they are.

you've got yours

Your friend is
a week’s walk
from anywhere
with water.

You just gave
her a death
sentence.

Hahaha,
you've got
spunk, kid.

It's better
than hearing
you talk.

I'd give you
the offer to
Jjoin up, but
you’re a bubble
kid ain’t ya?

Now,
can anyone
tell me why
nobody tied
her legs up
before?

As long as

that’s all that
matters.

Exactly.



3 Days Later

A pleasure doing
business with you, Stuart.
Just don’t lose any of
my llamas next time.

Those llamas had
a death wish.

So, Where
to how,
Pop?

I've gotta
Sounds craving for
good. something
fried if we're
passing the
outpost.

Anyway, we
got a few more
coming on the third,
along with a couple
of filters.

And what

[ uh, also Maybe is that
wanna see if next time, supposed
there’s been Pal. to mean
any news on to me...?

the pirate
thing.

We aren’t
going out that
way cause it's
the 30th.

Come on,
Charlie. You khow
today is when we
pick up Alej.



will live.

Uhhhggg, |
was hoping you
forgot.

\The Captain’

Yeah, like I'm
goihg to forget
that and leave
your brother at
the port for all
of eternity.

Do we even
have time? We still
have to get feed
for the goat.

You know
how cranky
‘\The Captain’
gets when
food is [ate.

Just try
and be a good
sport, please?

Remember
what it was like
for you were the
new kid.

He needs
somebody to
help him learn
the ropes.

I'd rather
tie him up.

He’s had a
hard life
too. Try to
show some
sympathy.

Yeah, it's

just been

peachy for
me.

So you should
understand better
than anybody.



It's great
to finally see

you in person
without all
the lag.

It's good to
see you too!

They gave us
shots to help with
that, but they don’t
work too well.

Man I'm
so stiff.
They had
us in a tiny
little tube for
3 months.

Certainly not
on the cheap
flights, no. |
did the round
trip once when
| was a kid.

Wait what?
You hever told
me you’d been

to Earth.

Yeah, the
atrophy’s
brutal, kid.

You never
asked...and it was
a bad trip.

What else
haven’t you
told me?

| guess you'll
have to find out
the hard way.

Asking
questions.



Anyway, I'm
glad your dad sent
you. | think we’re
going to have a
lot of fun,

and we've
got a feast
fit for a king
waiting for you
at home.

Oh man,
what are we
having?

We're just
kidding. | think
we've got meat-
balls and pasta
or something.

Whoa, is This
your ship?!

Wow, she’s
crazy fast. How
come we don't
have anything
like these on
Earth?

Her name’s
Notus, after
the Greek god
of the south-
ern wind.

Liver and fried
spinach.

Yeah, that’s
pretty much all the
grows out here.

Mars has a lot less
gravity, so between
super-conductors,
low-yield anti-grav,

and some big
ol’ fans we can
make some pretty
big air boats.

Why don’t
you just use
cars?



Roads are
expensive and
the terrain is
super rocky.

Pu-leeaze.
Those are kid
toys with little
buzz mags.

Just one our
grav clips is
like a thousand
times that.

Also, air
ships are
just way
cooler.

But we do
have a few
cars.

It's not
even close to
working ohn a
real engine.

It's not that
different.

Heck no.

Your gran,
Charlie and

Do they me built
all go this this bad-

fast?

boy from
scratch.

How
fast can
it go?

120 knots on
a good day.

Charlie knows
this ship like the
back of his hand.
He can show you
how it works.

I'm pretty
good at that
stuff too.

Back home
| take apart mail

birds and turn them
into zip racers.




Thats
enough. Quit
being a jack-
ass, Charlie.

Don’t sweat
it, Alej. Charlie
used to play
with zip racers
all the time.

As Emmanuel
Landis said, “You
have to free your
spirit before you
free your body.”

your holiness.

Hilarious.

Walk with me. |
want to inspect
the excavation.

We need to talk...

| don’t
trust her.

A politician?
You don’t say.

She’s gonna
screw us over
the second
the election
is over.

That’s great.

You're saying she’s
predictable. If she’s
waits until after the
election we're fine.

Yeah, but
there’s no
gaurantee
she’ll wait.




You're right.
But you just
brought in the
best insurance
policy we could

So your

That girl solution is

ask for- ol picked fo piss her
up is her off even

daughter. more and
hold her

hostage?

Yes, actually.
Angry is
sloppy.

Right. Plus it
might put her
over the top inh

a3 close race. This could throw

her off-balance.
Delay her just a bit:
Just enough.

A few more
weeks on the
dig and our
recruitment
drive is all
we need.

We cross that
finish line and it
won’t matter.

We'll crush
them all and
remake this
Whole rotten
world in our
image.

is predicatable

Well diggin’
ain’t the only thing
that needs done.

And let me
guess. Angry

The only thing
predictable is
you getting us
all killed.

Look,
she’s pretty She knows
sharp. we're up to

something.

So she
might not
wait.

We do hot have
the fortifications
to handle this if it
goes sideways.

You’re nuts,
Aiden. Can you even
hear yourself?

Fortune favors
the bold...



and that’s
your job.

Keep me
balanced.

Ask her to
give us the files
in exchange for
the girl.

We get those
files and there’s no
way she flips.

1 Week Later

Leave me
alone!

My job is
gonna be fittin’
you for a pire box
at this rate.

much on this

It's been
almost 300
years. You don’t
even know if
any of it will
still work.

If she doesn’t,
it should s#il/
buy us the time
we need.

...and don’t
touch that!

Please?
| won't mess it up
or ride it, | just
want fo see how
it works.



Good! I'd let
an elephant ride it
before you.

But do
they?

Unbelievable.

They
still have
elephants
here?

Sure. Why
don’t you
go out and
look for
one?

What?! | think
you’re missing
the point.

and he’s
the one with
straight As.

Yeah,
| see tThem
on the far
side of the
canyon all
the time.

Elephants love
the scrap weed
over there.

| don’t care
one way or the
other man.

Do
what you
want.

They're
scared
of people
though.

Okay, you're
just messing
with me.

The trick is
to hide your head
and hands.

Okay, I'm
going. I'll let
you know if
| find one.

I'm on
the edge of
my seat.




5 Minutes Later

Hey Bud, have
you seen Alej?

He said some-
thing about
elephants and
ran off. The
kid’s crazy.

! found him!

He was running
around the canyon
like a dang fool.

| was just
looking for
Elephants.

| don’t
suppose you
had anything to
do with this,
Charlie?

You accuse
me?

It’s an
arrow through
my heart.

Character
assassination!

You know what,
if you want to
see an elephant,

Charlie is going
to take you to
the reservoir.

Ahhgg. People
might see me
with him.

He's an
Earth-Baby.

80 are you!




Now that that’s
settled | need
Charlie to go on
a run with me.

The more
the merrier.

It's too
dangerous for
a little kid.

Charlie’s
right.

We usually

outrun them You got
anyway. lucky and we
can’t afford to
dump cargo.

| don’t even
like Charlie
going.

Besides, we're
Jjust moving
toiletries

Even pirates
gotta wipe.

The Kid just
doesn’t wanna
be left out.

It's nhot that
dangerous. We've
been picked before
and been fine.

Come
on, Gran!
Please?

Ya always
make me the
villain.

I'm gonna
scalp you if they
get hurt.




Where're we
going gramps?

Dude,
Jjust call
him Pop.

Alej can call
me whatever
he wants.

It’s what |
called my other
grandpa back
home.

Oh... well, this
ain’t eEarth.

Alej, do you
know where

we're going?

Just
out past

It's named
after a bot the
east founders
sent here ages
aqgo lookin’
for water and

signs of life.

Did they
find any?

Oh Yeahl
they found
some huge
aquafers.

Ew...what? No.
Who says gramps?

Nothing
cool.

Just a
bunch’a germs
and crusty old

fishbones.



Well, that depends
on your perspective,
| guess.

They’Ill teach
you about all this
stuff in school.

I’'m surprised
they didn’t
teach you any
of this stuff
back home.

They don’t
really talk about
Mars very much.
| don’t really
know why.

What
kinda stuff
did they
teach y...




Oh, for
Pete’s sake.
Charliell!

What's
going on?

Not now,
Bud.

What’s
going on? a little
mud in their

eyes.

Just shut
it, dude.

It uhhh...
takes a minute
sometimes.

We're
gonna see
if they can
handle...



We don’t need
you getting in the
way...or busting
your head open.

How we doing
back there,
Charlie?

Juuust
peachy—The
smoke ain’t
doihg much.




maybe fly’er
a bit more
Yevasivey?”

Can you

Kid, | practically
invented “evasivey."
Strap in.

| ever tell
you ‘bout the time
| saved my whole

platoon at the battle
of Dartmoth Creek

Only every
chance you get.

;

Ya know, the skiff
in the front looks a little
light in the breeches.

Lets see
how they
handle a lil’
drop off.

So there we
were, in our light
skiffs, surrounded
by tanks.

Our commander
was about to
surrender when
it hit me.

Those tanks
weighed more than
twice as much as
we did.

W000000000!




Y'see, | grew
up by that
creek and |
knew it like
the back of
my hand.

Yeah, but one
ain’t enough. | was
hoping we’d lose
more than that.

Though it wasn’t
a creek then. That
was just before
the first rains.

| khew the ground
there was always
caving in from where
the lithium, and

LMF* tunnels
crisscrossed.

| told the commander and
we made a break for it.

We zipped ‘cross the
flats with the heavy
tanks right behind us.

the ground
collapsed
and they
all fell in.

Oof that was
a little steeper
than | thought.

Probably
cost us a few
struts.

It cost them
more than a few
struts, Pop.

We're gonna have
to drop cargo.

*LMF: Localized Magretic Field



Are you
kidding? We can’t
afford to lose any
more money.

You think
| don’t know
that?!

Look, I'm not
getting you boys
killed today over
butt wipes.

Stay right
there.

Dang it,
Charlie!! 1 don’t
want you killing
anybody!

How are we
gonna to pay
for Alejandro’s
school?

Alright, take
the stick.

I'm gonna hop
on the qun.

Uuuuuhhggg!
It's finell!

Il aim
for their
engines or
something.

You know
I've got the
second-highest
score at the
arcade, right?



Hey, Charlie!
The cliff face!




[t's fine, she’s
all bark.

Just a little
oil leak.

That was a
bad sound,
right?

She’s still flying.
For now.

Don't we
need oil?

Oil's overrated.
Oil’s for suckers.

Okay, just a
big oil leak.



BAAIMMN,

Grandma’s only
a better pilot if you
don’t consider crash
landings the mark of
an expert pilot.

Fantastic.
There should
be a box
of ammo in
the back.

D’ya mean
that one | was
supposed to

pack?

You don’t fly
with oil. You
fly with grit
and quts.

Good news!
| took out
one of their
quns.

This is why
grandma’s a
better pilot.

The bad news
is we're out
of ammo.

I1t's so
hard to find
good help
these days.




...We gotta dump
cargo!

Ummm. They’re
still coming. Do
we like, have a
plan 82

Cripes! That
means they're
not after cargo.

Why doesn’t that
make me feel warm
and fuzzy?

Seriously guys,
who's after us?

Wait, was
that a pun?

[t was. I'm
on a roll.

C'mon, it's
Pirate’s, dude!







He’s right,
ya know.

Get back
in, Charlie!

You’re gonna
get yourself
killed!!!

Oh, ye of
little faith.

They ain’t
invented the
pirate | can’t
whoop yet.

*Google the Wilhelm
Scream, kids. -LM

But thanks
for playing

Is there
anything

| can do?

Oh, dang. Ya
okay, Carl?

¢

Yeah, sit back
down and sh...

actually, go
boot up my
board and bring
it up here.



Which means
| can bring the
fight to them...

They’d have to
be pretty crazy
to shoot while
attached to us.

6O 8/6 OR
GO HoME!!

and |
always
say...




[Groan]...why
did | think that
would hurt less?

Gotta be a
little quicker
than that,
gramps.

I'm embarrassed
for ya'll.

| haven't
even seen orne
eye patch!

Dangit, Kid!

I'mma learn
you right!

Like, what are they
even teaching you in
pirate school?

This is what
happens when
you teach to
the test.




That’s more
like it! ,

You made a big
mistake kid.

And it’s the last
ohe you're ever
gonna make.

Ohhh, I've got
YEARS of awful
mistakes ahead
of me.

| was starting

to worry that

you’d develop
a complex.

@D@@ZZF

| imagined
that being a bit
more graceful.

Maybe, let's
Jjust call it a
draw then?

Beep

| swear this
never happens.

Sure, thing. Happy
landings, Junior.




Ummm, is that a good
sound or a bad...

| guess thats
the plan?

C’'mon, ¢’mon, c’'mon,
c’moooooon...

Why does it
always have to be so
friggin’ close.

Ohhh, geez...




Whatever
Charlie did worked.
| don’t even see
the other ship.

Stupid kid!!!

Now we gotta
loop around and
go back for him.

If he’s still even
in one piece.

We gotta get eyes on
that other ship other
though or it’Il get
the drop on...

What
the hell?



Yeah... | hear ya.
Maybe you're right.

They’ve got,
Alejandro!
Dang, POP

are you

One kid and
TP? This was a
lot of work for
nothing, Rick.

Yeah, well I'm
also not crazy
about grabbing
kids or the
mining.

Plus, the
mines are eating
up everybody

Nothing? we've got.

l've
been wiping
with Wolfe’s
Pamphlets for
three days.

What do you
think’s really down
in those mines?

| have a
theory, but loose
lips sink ships,
right?

They'll be
fine. Hard work’s
good for ‘em.

Aiden says
They’re makin’
a better future
for themselves.
They just don’t
know it yet.

Remember the
good ol’ days when
we just robbed
rich people?

| can’t let
it end like
this. | was
so rotten
to him.




Set Board
speed to

300%!

This operation
is hot allowed.

Lightning Rider protocol
initiated. This device will
overheat in approximately
43 seconds. 42, 41, 4O...

This operation...

Protocol override
Lightning Rider.

Safety shutdown
ins 4 3 2..




The last
few days have
been some of
the hardest
of my life.

As you all
know, they took
my little girl.

They took her
friend Jenny from
her parents, John
and Casey.

They’ve taken
something else from
us too...our peace of
mind. These raids, they
used to be a small
thing, really.

A shipment here,
a skiff there, but
how it's gotten
out of control.

And where are
the police through
all of this? What
have the politicians
done? Not much.

They are here
with us tonight
in solidarity.

It's happening
all the time and now
people have been
disappearing.

We can’t sleep at

night for fear that

the next creak we

hear might not be
so innocent.

They have
a mountain of
paperwork to
fill out just to
issue a simple
citation.

They’re
afraid to do
Our force is their jobs!
underfunded,
and over
regulated.




When you live
in a society with
no military, you

heed a strong

police force.

They’re more
concerned about
lining their pockets
with back door
deals and avoiding
lawsuits.

Both to enforce
the law and as a
defense against
threats outside

The politicians
we have are
weak and fail
to understand
this.

These are things
I'd hoped to change,
but as I'm sure you
all understand, my
daughter is my first
priority now.

So, until | have
my little girl back in
my arms, I'm suspending
my campaign.

For now, my security
company DelCon will
be partnering with the
police o make sure we
get our kids back.

Thank you,
and God bless all
of the southern
colonies.



Home Sweet
Slum. | need a nap
somethin’ fierce.

C'mon, get
with it, kid.

Good luck with
that. It's been all
hands on deck with
the boss lately.

Man, | remember
when we were still
a democracy.

Could’a
fooled me.

Yeah, well he
can get stuffed.
I'm gonna crash.

You better be
careful talking like that.
If someone that wasn’t
me heard that...

Just shut up

and grab the

gear. l'll get
the brat.




I've got a
special job for
you, kid.

Your little
hands will be
perfect for pullin’
tech outta the
inner panels of
these boats.

What
exactly am |
pulling out?

um, ma‘am,
do you need any
help with that?

Do a good
job and you'll
stay outta
the mines.

Anything

shiny. Ask
one of the
others.

Yeah, it’s
not a great

place for
kids.

Just try
and stay out
of trouble.

Excuse me,
could you show me
how to do what
you're doing?

Hey, | could
use some help
over here.




I'm Algj...
Alejandro Storm

Oh, okay.
Sure.

I'm V. What’s
your name?

Nobody asked
you to babysit.
Quit playing and
get to work.

It’s a hull-key. It
puts off a field that
reinforces the strength of
hull so it can be thinner
and lightweight.

That’s one hell
of a hame.

| know, it's
a dumb name.
Everybody thinks
it's fake.

No, | just...
| met someone
the other day with
the same last name.
Are you related
to a Charlie?

Reach your arm
in there. All the way to
the back. Do you feel

something circular?

Use a
short handle
screwdriver and
take them out.

[tIl make
those turds

happy. Should
keep you busy
for a while.




Oh, that sucks...
| mean this is a pretty
lousy way to start
your life here.

and yeah,
Charlie’s my brother.
| just came to Mars
fo live with him
last week.

Tell me
about it.

How are you
getting on with
your brother
so far?

| don't
really think he
likes me.

Sorry to
hear that. I'm
sure he'll come
around.

So, what
sector are
ya'll livin” in?

Oh, we're
not in the sectors.
We're just outside
The city limits.

Yeah, but
we live under-
ground, so
it's okay.

Why are
you way out
there?

lsn’t
the UV too
high?

That
makes sense,
| guess.

He said if
| didn’t do a good
job he’d send me
to the mines.

What kind of
mines do they
have here?

I'm not
sure it’s real.
Like, maybe
it's just a
threat.

Now there’s

only like 50
more. Haha. WORK!




Wm Fraaaak!

Aaaaarrgggg...
UhhF.

Jo, do
you copy?

9“’"‘““



Copy. What'd
you do, who's
dead?

V N

Nobody, yet.
There’re some pirates
out there that arent
long for this world
though.

Are the kids
okay?!

Dang itf, Stewart!
What happened
fo the kids?

They will be. |
need you to boost
this signal so |
can reach Carl.

They got Why on earth
Alejandro...and would you do ,
| sent Charlie that? ! *h°T“9';T 'd
after them. be able to track his

homing signal,

but my
equipments dam-
aged and he might
be too far before
| get it back up.

v
Okay...l'll boost your
signal, but Carla’s going
get me on the way.

And we are
going to get the
kids back.




Mayor Carter,
what do you have
to say about the

polls showing Wolfe
gaining on you?

| have faith
that when the
time comes, the
people will vote
for substance
over flash and
pomp.

That I'm in
cahoots with
the raiders?

So you deny
the charges?

An absurd
misdirection.

Her company has
dozens of subsidiaries
being investigated for-

I'd say that it’s a
result of a campaign
of misinformation and
empty platitudes.

| know
we’ve had a
rise in crime
related to raiders,
but that’s why
this election is
so important.

We have to

elect a stronger
city council. My
hands have been
tied by limited
funding.

Which has been
their strategy to
unseat me.

Mayor, what
do you have to
say about Wolfe's
allegations?

...Tax evasion,
bribery, and black
market trade.

It's so odd how
none of this is being
reported on.

Yes...|
think that’s all
the questions I'm
taking for today.
Thank you for
your time.



Don’t whine
that the media
is going easy
on him.

How did you
ever even get
elected in the

first place?

| can't believe
I'm losing to
this quy.

| can. She
owns 3 third
of the news
outlets.

You aren’t doing
yourself any favors out
There. If you'd just play
the game a little bit you
could crush her.

These are
people’s lives we're
talking about, it's
not a game.

It makes you
look weak. Even
if it is. You have
to go big and
be bold.

People deserve
realistic expectations
and to be treated

like adults.

Tell the
people what
they want
to hear.

| should
be judged by
my work.

o000 We've
R[/[I/I‘ uh, got a
©0o visitor.
o
By being

qualified.

Ooo

Hello.
Really? Oh
boy, okay.
We're
doomed. She’s
going to rip
us to shreds.

It's Wolfe.
She says she
needs our help.




Everybody back
to the hold!

Where are
you going?

I've really
got to go!

Where’s
that?

Just
follow
me.

Is there a
bathroom
in there?

ls that a
bathroom.

Tty



Sir, he
just needs
to use the
restroom.

hell do you think
you’re going?!

Mind your friggin’
business or I'll start
cuttin’ up that pretty
little face of yours.

Keep my hame

that's a pretty

mouth, biggot.

| don’t want to
hear spit from a
spoiled Martian | don’t know who

your momma is?

Biggot?

People like
her are why my
dad couldnt get
a job and we
went hungry.

I'm...sorry.
| never...




Sorry to
interrupt your
origin story.

But | stopped
listening after you
kidnapped a kid.

Pirates, man...
always so dramatic.

Um, you're
welcome?

Are you kidding
mel? | had it
under control.

Could’a

fooled me.

You came
for me?

Now the
whole building’s
gonhna to come

down on us.

Sounds
like a party
fo me.




| just can’t even
with this quy

Two guns.
How convenient.
That's some-
thing at least

Uh, well it
was Pop’s idea.
Don’t like, get
a big head
about it

Can |
have one?

This isn't a
movie you moron.
You’re gonna get
us all killed.

What's
wrong with

But you're
not hurt?

You okay,
Alej?

| still have
to pee.

Good. Then
be quiet.

How much
time you do
you have? /1
quite a list.

Do you know
how to use one
of these?

Of uh,
course...

Then |
think | can figure

Geez. So
it out.

much hostility.




| didn’t think you
had any left.

Yeah, maybe
buddies is a
strong word.

That's why
I'm hoping that
Wolfe gquy gets
elected.

She’s
gonna bring
the hammer
down.

Yeah, but
who’s she gonna
bring the hammer
down on?

She’s pretty
anti-Earther...

Ehh...that’s all
bluster. | heard
she’s really Earther

What’s the
plan?

We're nhot
100% sure yet.

| think we’re
going to start by
hitting up our old
smuggling buddies
for leads.

Not much
choice... It’s not
like the cops’ll do a

dang thing for
Earth-Kids

Ain’t that
the truth.

herself.

She also has
used car sales-
man written all
over her.

Some of my
closest friends
sell boats.

Yeah, and
some of your
closest friends
are slime bags.



| never said
they weren't.

They just need
to be my slime
bags.

Quiet, someone’s
coming.

Where did
all the other
prisoners go?

you’re good

Lets do it.
| owe you a

million, man.

Maybe
two?

| think they
scattered after
you busted in
the window.

Hey, somethin’s
going down in
the hold!

Dang it. | was
Jjust about to
aligh my chi.




Do you actually
have a plan or are
you just winging it?
Cause it seems like
you’re winging it.

What? No, |
fotally have a
plan. Geez, cut
me a break.

Is that hood
making you feel
more hidden?

Okay, see
those horses?
That’s my
plan.

| saw
them on the
way in.

Grab ‘em
and book it for
the dunes.

How is
that even

a plan? They
have skiffs.

Can we find
a bathroom
first?

| have to
go so bad.

We don’t stand a
chance. We might be able
to lose them in dark.

The
skiffs are
too well
quarded.

Do you know
how to ride a
horse?

It must be
hard living
with that
stick up
your butt.

That’s what
| Thought.

Or go behind
a barrel.

Somebody
might see
though?




Maybe instead we
could spend more than
two seconds coming
up with the plan.

Hey Charlie, maybe

have horses?

Alright, let’s do
this already.

this is a dumb question,
but why do pirates even

Horses
aren’t made
of metal.

I'm not
doing this.

They don’t
show up on most
scanners.

Well, you are

free to stay

right here and
do that.

We're going
cause they’re
gonna find our

pal upstairs
any minute
now.

Then take

The pirates off before any-
sheak up on onhe even knows
ships at night they’re there.

with horses.

What if the
horse doesn’t fit
in the ship for
the ride back?

Oh...pirates
are bad, huh?




Charlie!

That was
some pretty
crap snheaking,

I'm risking my life
to save an idiot with
a death wish.

Porymy

Okay, it
wash’t my
best work.

But we got
the horses.

Author’s note: The horse (Geraldina)
recovers and has a full and happy life.




Bullocks!!!

Here, take
This.

Okay,
but

My board is
homing in on it.
It should get
here in a few
hours.

Head to
the dunes
on foot.

When it
gets here, ride
as far as you
can so Pop can
pick up the
signal.

And you
doubted myyyy
equestrian skills?

I'd rather stay
under the horse.

I'm getting V.
What about If we don't

you?!

make it...

Keep going
and don’t
look back.




E@@ﬁ@ﬁop

Are you
hurt from
the fall?

You're
lucky you're
my ride.

Just my
pride... and a
couple ribs.



Okay, so we had
a few hiccups.

But | think
we’ve got enough
distance on them
to make it.

Gallop,

I1t's crazy
they have
an operation
this big.

You would
think someone
would have

noticed.

Oh...cripes.

Okay, fine.
Maybe this wasn't
the greatest escape
plan after all.




You're
not exactly
blending in.

You could’ve
dressed for the
occassion.

This is not how we
do business. |'ve
done so much for
your little band...

and this is
how you show
gratitude?

You've lost
your mind.

g

Why on Earth
would | give you the
Dove-Chandler files?

Give me a break.
Don’'t act like you
don’t care we have
your daughter.

Amateur.
If they're
looking at
my hat then
they're not
looking at
my face.

because we're

‘savage raiders”
doesn’t mean

Oh, is that what

the ridiculous red

hat, and glasses
are for?

You win this election
and you're gohnha
need to show results.
We're the results.

Give me
a break.
I1t's political
posturing.

When was
the last time
you heard of
a politician

keeping a
promise?

Listen, just

a bunch of

we're idiots.

So sensitive
for a pirate.

If you wanna
move up the

Alright, let’s cut
the crap and get
fo business.

ladder -




Don’t flatter
yourself.

Everyone has
to sound tough
oh crime.

If you

would've stuck
with just grabbing
outlanders nobody
would've cared.

agree With
you there.

But ya do know
most of them come
by choice though?

Or at least
they choose
to stay.

We offer some-
thing a lot better
than scraping
out an existence
in the colonies.

Well, |

Tell someone
who cares.

| care about
headlines.

We have
your kid.

papers.

Escuse
me sir.

I'll give you
a 25% discount for
3-years if you give
me the girl.

Piss off
Jeeves!

Escuse
me sir.

Enough BS.

Give us the

Fine. So You want
me to give up my
most valuable asset.

Without
that you don't
heed me.

Not to
mention the
paper trail.
I'd be com-
promised.

Let’s talk real
world options.

Honey, everything
is 3 negotiation.

This isn’t a
negotiation!

We reed
leverage.

You’ve got
two days
fo send the
papers!




How did it
go sir?

The idiot
actually gave
us two days.

Nothing to
worry about.




Knock

Knock
Knock

ihdd,

| seem to
recall you saying
you weren't ever
coming back.

It's been
a long time,
Stuart.

Come on,
Bobby. | khow
you're in there.

To say
the least.

Something
happened with And you think
the kids... | you'll get it
just need some from me?
information.




| think you owe
me that much
at least.

/...owe
you? That's
not at all how
| remember it.

How about
This instead...

Lets can focus
on how | knew
how to find you and
how you want to
make sure nobody
else does?

Just like
old times.

The landscape

Still love the
is beautiful.

sound of your
own voice.

| remember
when there
used to be a
town here.

Runs in the
family | guess.

Are you
familiar with Yeah,
this symbol? actually.

o What is it you
How’s Viv want to know?

been? | always

liked her.

I've been
seeing a
lot of it

lately. 1t's
the raiders
insignia.




When did they
start wearing
patches?

They’re

a military
outfit.

It's a lot
weirder than
you think.

They’re a
cult now.

ragtag, not

It's... part
of why |,
‘retired.”

In the old
days it was just
us smugglers and
some gangs.

This, Aiden
quy is some-
thing else.

I'm
talking across
colonies. It's
crazy

He's been
linking all the

different groups
of outcasts
together.

People get fanatical about this

quy. He tells a good story. Heck,
a lot of the people they kidnap
end up joining the cause. I1's wild.

Revolution. | don’t know
what kind he’s selling
but people are buying.

It was getting harder to
do work with anybody

Some are leaving but a lot
more are joining up. | know
a few are on the fence.

that wasn’t tied up in it.




But the
people that
do want out...
where are they

The
gonna go? y

haven’t

life.

Look man,
I'd love to help
but | can’t have Viv's health
this leading back  ain’t great and
to me. she doesn’t have
anybody else.

These are
my kids, Bobby.
My little girl’s
babies. | can’t
lose them too.

known any
other kinda

Do you know
Where they
are?

Do they have
a main base or
anything?

You should
know better
than anyone |
don’t squeal.

One of
my boys has
a beacon. | just
need to get
within 20 miles
of ‘em.

She’d get
a kick out
of that.

know I’'m doing



Well, that
was the
shortest
escape in
history.

I'm currently
handcuffed to a
toilet and cough-
ing blood, so yeah,
maybe not my
finest hour.

Geez,
they really
hit you that

hard?

but that
probably has
more to do with
not using my
[coughl breather.

Are you
gonna be
okay?

Probably. I've
had worse. More
worried about
my grandma
being right.

l...yeah,
actually.

l... only
learned to
fight because
| had to.

| should...
probably apologize
for being so hard
on you. You're not
the only one who
tried a hairbrained

escape plan.

You mean
for a bubble
qirl?

Where did
you learn
to fight
like that?

Oh, come
on! I'm never
gonna live that
down am 1?

| got my best
friend hurt or worse
cause | thought | could
Jjust wing it.

She likes
to gloat.

You've had
worse than

pirates?

My mom
used to take
me shooting.

A photo
op thing.

Plus a couple

hand-to-hand

classes. Those
were fun.

Now she’s out
there somewhere
and | have no
idea if she’s
okay.




I'm sorry too.
You were right. | just
went for it. | didn"t
slow down to think
things through.

You know,
There’s been a
whole media circus
over you getting
kidnapped?

Kinda, yeah.

She gave
this whole big
speech about how
we're all one big
family and what
hurts one, hurts
all of us.

Then she really
hammed it up
with a tearful
rendition of how
they ganked her
husband,

.| know.
| mean, |
get it. My
mom died.

Yep, and I'm
sure my mom’s
milking it for
everything it’s
worth.

‘and nhow
they’ve got
her little
girl.”

Ah, another
member
of the dead
parent’s
club.

Yeah, |
guess so.




How did it
happen?

Earth. She
was there
too long.

Why didn't
she just
leave?

Her heart
couldn’t take it.
She was full Mar-
tian. Unlike me.

Had fo leave
me here cause
we didn’t have

the money.

| never saw
her again.

That’s...
pretty awful,
I'm sorry.

That must make
this whole thing
pretty triggering?

I'm trying
not to think
about it.

We've
both been
through the
mill, huh?

Alejandro.

He...
we're both
halfies.

He didn’t
win the
lottery on

the Martian
adaptations.

Everybody
knows what happened
with my dad.

| guess | should
give you a pass on
being such a tool.

He was
sick and she
tTook him there
until he was old
enough to tough
it out here.

It was
raiders
right?

They boarded
his boat. He
must’ve fought
back cause
normally they
would ransom
somebody like
him...or me.

And I'll give
you a pass
on being a,
*boneheaded
bubble girl.”



Maybe
he is. He was
just always
so bratty to

Hey, | was
wondering...

why don’t you my mom.

get along
with, Alej?

He didn’t
appreciate
what she was
sacrificing.

He seems
like such a
sweet kid.

| mean, how
old was he?

| know, |
know. He was

m sure she did You can’t hold a

. grudge aqgaint an
b:;:;dg'i:zv::u 8 year old for what
that crap. he did at H.

only, like, 4.

She just
deserved better.

What? How'd
you get out?!

My mom runs
a security
company, man.

But you're
not alone.

They literally
make these

When you put cuffs.

it that way / do
sound like a tool.

I've been picking
their locks to sneak

Oh, absolutely. out since | was 11.




So | gave her two days.
Either she’ll crack or at

least buy us a little more
time. But I'm not sure...

That’s not
what | mean, She’s
cold-blooded.

She wants her daughter
back but I'm not sure
that’s enough to slow
her down one bit.

We just
have to stay
the course.

Look, you
said angry is
predictable,
right?

What about
devastated?

No. | think
it will.

She knows
the kind of
people we are.

She thinks
we are more likely
to show her
respect now.

But itll
mess up her
head and buy
us a few
days.

Just knock
off the qirl.
She'll be

reeling. |+l cause
trouble,
sure.

No. While
We have her
she has to be
careful.

Careful takes
time. That’s
the play.



try and

We don’t have
time for that.

Did anyone

follow you?

No, and
| checked
thoroughly.

But they
hate each
other?

I've had one
of our girls
tailing her.

So, she’s
playing her
somehow?

She just
reported back
something
enlightening.

It seems,
she had meet-
ing with the
Mayor.

This is what
I'm talking
about.

Almost
certainly.

But the question
is Whether we are on
the receiving end of
that same play.

She’s moving
fast. We at

least need an
evacuation
plan.

Lord, I'm
getting too
tired to deal
with this
crap.

Let me
handle it.

You heed ta
get some sleep
man. You can’t
keep this up
this pace.

No. It Aas
1o be me.

Besides, you're not
exactly known for
your even temper.

My temper has
kept me alive.




Hey Jo,
how’s the boat
coming?

I1's getting
there. It should
be good enough

by the time

you’re back. You got

any news?

Vet | Sounds
eah,

think | know
Where to
look.

about right.

They said
they’d look
into it.

We're not the
kinda people
they help.

It a start:
How’d it go
with the
police?

The one
hope is they’re
looking for
Wolfe’s girl.




We're
never going
to find that
ruddy kid.

Yeah, I'm done.
If the boss really

wants us to find him,
we'll come back when
there’s some light.

He's as good
as dead on
foot anyway.

Oh my gosh.
Finally. The smell
was killing me.

| really
shouldn’t
have peed
in there.






Let’s #ry not
to screw it up
this time.

Wait, | hear
something.

Well, Dang. | was
really looking forward to
being pummelled again.

They won’t be as
gentle with us the
second time.

I'm getting No one
real tired of cares what you
babysitting all think, Jeff.

the time.

Are you
going to
tell me this

is what
you signed
P for? Aiden's You better hope
fracking he don’t catch

you talking crap.

crazy.

We're wasting a
lot of money and
manpower playing
in the dirt.




Just shut
up and play
the game.

Umm, why do you
still always think
you're in charge?

Because we
don’t have time
to debate things
in committee.

Sometimes
you just have
to act.

What do you
think they’re
on about?

This is why
you got your
head bashed in
last time.

But we've
got the
advantage of
surprise.

| have
no idea.

If you take
The right one, | can
knock the crates
over onh them and...

| didn’t
even finish
the plan!

Look, there’s
no other way
out of here.

| could
already fell.

Why is
your solution
always to
jump in head
first?

Take fwo
seconds to
think!

Are you seriously saying
that was my fault?!

No, that

was because |

went back to
save you!

No, l...I don’t
even know why
we're fighting.

I'm sorry.




You did...

but | have
to remind
myself I'm
dealing with

a 15 year
old kid.

Ouch. |
probably
had it
coming.

| should’ve at
least let you fin-
ish telling me your
stupid plan.

This was years
ago when | worked
at the plant.

I'm covered head to
toe in paste from
the wood molds...

Anyway,
Gerry, bless
his heart...

He never
suffered
fools.

More like
he made
sure the
fools suf-
fered with
him.

He drops frou
and moons her
over the edge
of the roof.

She turns
beet red. Absolutely
short-circuits.

Touchy,
touchy. I'm
just teasing.

Come on!
I’m nearly,
almost 1é.

and Nancy
is yelling from
across the
street at me
an’ Gerry.

She comes back two
minutes later with
the police an--

Okay, so lets
figure this out
together.

You little
turd!




Can't arque
with results.

That could’ve

%

I'm getting a lot
of traction out of
brooms today.

This teamwork
thing /s growing
on me.

Although,
Heeeghhh! | don’t think
Jeff here is

a fan of our
work.



r Craaaaap!

Uhg, that
was dumb.

| should’ve
just shot him
in the butt.

Game over,
kids.

If you let

us go we can
work something
out with my
mom.

Don’t move
an inch.

You can
have a// of
the ransom
money

And 've
got like 10 bucks
to sweeten the
uh, pot.



Ha, ransom.
| heard she
wants you here
‘till after the
election.

You guys
are really bad
at this.

She’s
more likely
to pay us
to keep

you.

ECllicky

It was on
stun btw. I'm

not sure why it
was so bright.

WHY ARE
YOU HERE?

Saving
your butt,
doofus.

You were
supposed

to get to
safety!




How could
| not come
back for

you?

It was the
only thing
that went
right!

Now Pop
won'’t pick
up on our
signal.

...l guess
you have a
point.

We 100% do rot
have time for this.

At least
we have the
pistol nhow.

You're my
brother. You
came back
for me!

Yeah,
great.

Guns are always
solving problems.

Hey, where’s
my board?

A box
labelled
stun guns.

It's
charging.

Wait! Did you
take my board
apart to wire in
batteries?

| didn’t have the
charger so | hooked
it up to a bunch of
stun gun batteries.

Where’d
you get
stun guns?

You may
have to replace a
few converters.

There was some
trial and error.




Shuuuut up.
You too morons
are gonna get
us shot.

My baby!

What has

he done to
you?

How’d you get
in? Can we get
out that way?

See! Just
like a racer
battery.

You
wouldn’t
fit.

Well,
it's fully
charged
so...

They did just
park a ton of skiffs
we could borrow.




I'm not so
sure about that.
They look pretty
heavily guarded.

Be on the
lookout.

Those stupid
kids got out
again.

Actually...
| think |
have one.

There goes
any time we had
to come up with
a plan.

If we don’t
find tThem the
boss is gonna
end us!

Not a
great plan, but
better than
hothing.

| hope
it's better
than your
last one.




Let’s just say
I'm gonna shove
his scout’s honor
up his butt.

Are you sure
this is where
Bobby said he
saw them?

Absoluftely.
| thought we’d
at least get a
blip by now.

I1t's a
person. They
look tall enough,
it could be
Charlie!

Charlie’s lucky
the pirates
got him first.

| saw his
test scores.

How bad are
we talking?




Whuuw ?
That can’t
be good.

Hey! You
can’t go through
here. We're on

lockdown!

Don’t shoot!
We need the
girl alive.

Push them
towards the
cliff! They'll
have to stop.



It worked.
Lets go.

What the
heck, they’re not
slowing down?

Oh, crap! You
don’t think the the
boss is gonna blame
us for that?



Head for
the canyon. We
just need to
signal, Pop.

You really
think they've
had any luck?

| know they’re
gonna be out
there looking
for us.

We're in
the middle of
nowhere.

They’ve never
let me down
before.

We've just gotta
get close enough
for them to pick
up the tracer.

Shoot! The sun’s
coming up quicker
than | Thought.

Cerap.
They’ve
seen us.

I'm starting
to think we might
not be that good
at escaping.

Maybe we
can start climbing
down before they
get here.

No kidding.

If we get
low enough my
board might break
our fall.



We're out
of time!

Take the
qun. They won't
shoot me.

Oh, | am
not climbing
down that.

Are you
sure?

It's gonna be okay,
Alejandro. Whatever
happens just stay
behind me.

We're
totally screwed
aren’t we.

Funny you
should ask.

Looks like
I'm finally right
about somethin’
today.

We just
need time.

| am out of patience
with these brats

This could be
going better.

Grab the
girl and shoot
the others.

But that
gives me a
terrible idea.



Just play
along.

Sorry, mutton chops
but I'm currently satis-
fied with the number of
holes in my body.

You gotta be
kidding me.

So cringe, dude.
They arent gonna buy
this for a second.

Boy, this kid
sure has a
pair on ‘em.

But, uh...

Just a
few more
seconds.

He ain’t
gonna kill
that girl.

Now hand
her over before
we take the little
one apart with a
potato peeler.

He might
not do it but
! will.

I'm not spending
another day in
this hellhole.




She’s
crazier
than me.

These kids and their
bloody drama. The g% wrong any-
heck with Aiden.  way, Just shoot
these morons.

Get ready
to hop on
my back.

Uh, are you sure
about that boss?
They’re just kids.

DID | STUTTER?
SHOOT THEM!

OUR RIDE’S HERE
/T8 GO TIME!

We can
make it.

We just
gotta jump.




Come O#,
Corme On, Come O#,
Come Oh....

Come
OOOOOOONNNIn!




Sl

Aaaaahhhhhwww!

Quick get in!

Jen, you're
not dead!

1’d like to
stfay that way,
come on.

Ah hell, that
was ferrible.
Ahhhggg...

I've got you
Charlie. You're
gonna be okay.

Zero stars.
Would not
recommend...




No place
like home,

It's P...oh
never mind.

Oh, thank
goodness...

Grandma,
Gramps!

Glad you
decided to
drop in, kid.

You look
awful.

Strap in
folks, this
ain’t over.

| think
they’re mad.

| can’t gun it
cause we've s7ill gotta
busted wing.

It's good to
see you boys.

L7174

Ya'll must’ve
But it been dying of

would’ve been boredom with-

nicer if you out me.
didn’t have a

whole army

of pirates
following you.




The fuel line
is leaking.

What's that
there on the
radar.

With our
luck prolly a
torando.

Yeah, 'm
looking.

It's the
police alright.

Are you
sure you just
don’t want to
capture them?

No. I'm done
screwing around
with Wolfe. Turn
them to Ash.

| khew
it. That sleeze
double-crossed
us already.



And here |
thought we
were the

Calvary.

| don’t think
they know we're
not pirates...

I've got a
bad feeling
you're right.

and the
cops tend to
shoot first ask
questions later.

This is cargo
vehicle registration
33713. Vessel name,
the Notus.

| repeat, this is
the Notus. Do
not fire!

I'm gonna
put her down
and hope for

The best.




Mrs. Wolfe,
we found your
daughter.

She’s
okay, sir!

Oh, thank
god!

| just knew
she’d be okay.
| just knew it.

This means
everything
1o me.

That’s great
news. I'm fruly
happy for you.

| can’t thank
you enough for
trusting me.

| khow we've
had our differences,
but some things
are bigger than
politics.




What did
| tell him? Ah, hell! |
never shoulda

left the ‘burg.

You can
never trust a
politician.

Cowards

and idiots all ]
around me. Thanks to Aiden

everyone With a brain
and a spine left.

We have to get out
now. What's the plan
oh fearless leader.

I'm well aware.



Okay,

great. Now
let’s go.

Then let’s
move it! We've lost
everything. Let’s not
lose our lives too.

We haven't
lost everything.
Not vyet.

There’re some
dirt bikes in the
east wing we can
take to the fall-
back location.

We were
so close.

We can come
back and finish
what we started
once things cool
down.

These charges
should be enough to
collapse and hide this
part of the mine.

we'll finally
get what we
deserve.



I'd like to
say how happy
and proud | am to
be introducing our
hew Mayor elect,
Elaine Wolfe.

She and the former
mayor have shown what
The colonies are about.

The way they
worked together
in assisting the

police force-

-in our recent
crack down on the
raiders. |t's a moving
example that we can

all learn from.

Mayor Wolfe,
everyone!

Thank you,
Chief Teabo.
humbled by your
kind words and | look
forward to working

together in the
years to come.

Teamwork and
compromise.

I'm deeply

And it will
be work. A lot of
it. Because there's
so much still
wrong that needs
to be fixed.




There are still
raiders out there.
There is still
corruption in
our govt.

But we won’t
back down.

Our children
deserve a secure
future.

in

ists or dissenters

Not one living
fear of tferror-

of any kind.

That’s what colonies
are all about. We
came to Mars so we
could do better.

So that we could
be better! Better
than Earth!

We came
with a purpose
and a love of
liberty.

I'm grateful
to have my daughter,
Varisha and her friend,
Jenny back.

I'm also grateful
for the help of the
Storm family.

They are real
Martians. They are
the kind of people
we fight for.

| feel blessed
that you have put
your faith in me.

| promise to
do everything in
my power rot to
disappoint you.




Your mom is
quite a speaker.

Yeah, it
was unbearably
boring.

You said
it, hot me.

I'm glad to be
back but...

| have a
feeling I'll want
to sneak out
againh soon.

Maybe you
can sneak out
and see me

sometime.

Given |
know we had
a bit of a
rough start.

Ha, yeah!
Kidhapped by
pirates is a bit of
a rough start.

In a weird

way | did sort
of enjoy trading
barbs with you.

Even though
you're a spoiled
bubble brat.

Watch it. l'll
break your
other arm.

Something
like that.

Hey ya'll, lets
go. V's mom
wants to take
us on a tour
of city hall.

Do you
really want to
do that?

Real Martians
care about their
government.




And she
may have said
something about
ice cream.

Well, /ve had
enough politics for one
day. Imma head out.

Take care,
Varisha!

Alright. I'll
make a deal
with you.

I'll go with
you to get ice
cream if you
come With me
to see one of
my friends.

My buddy, Khalil
just got out of

the hospital.

Are they
okay?

Yeah, | Think
so. They just
need fo see a
friendly face.

| forgot
to tell you.
Jim called.

He said whats
the remaining pirates
are falling in line.

Of course
they are. I'm
the only game
inh fown now.




You're going to
have a hard time
being tough on crime
and still keeping the
pirates happy.

| said I'd be
tough on crime
in our city.

With access to
ALL the trade
routes...

and colony-
wide security
clearance, I'm
about to
have a lot
of friends.

Aren’t you
worried some-
one will put it

together.

What...one
of the yokels in
this town?

They can’t
find two brain
cells to rub
together.

N

Carter was a
threat but she’s
eating out of

my hand how.

I'm offering
her a powerless
role in my
cabinet to keep
her occupied.

| mean, in
the interest of
bipartisanship.

Your, uh,
acting has been
top notch.

| could steal
every last cent
from under their noses
as long as | keep them
afraid of pirates
and foreigners.

And I'm
just getting
started.
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